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Most churches grow steadily over the centu-
ries, our church was built in one go. It took 70 
years and sadly some of it is now in ruins. It 
was finished just after Christopher Columbus 
discovered America in 1492.
There was a small church here already. Can 
you find a notice board where it says that that 
there was a vicar in 1310?
When Walberswick became richer, the villag-
ers decided the church was not grand enough 
for them so they pulled it down and started 
again.
In 1426 they built a tall tower. It was made so 
high to impress God (and the rival villages).
We are sure of this date, as you’ll see from 
the original contract with the mason Richard 
Russell. Or you would if you could read small 
medieval writing.

Try this modern version instead. You can see that Richard Russell came from 
Dunwich and was helped by Adam Powell of Blythburgh. They used the word 
steeple, nowadays we call it a tower.

When the tower was finished they started on the new church itself. It was 
huge, just like Blythburgh or Southwold which you may have seen. There is a 
picture of what it might have looked like on the next page.



Unluckily, the villagers fell on hard 
times and they had no money to 
keep up the church. So in 1696 
they took off the roof and sold the 
timber and the lead, as well as 
three of their four bells. With this 
money they built the small church 
you can see today, inside the old 
shell. They reused the windows 
and stone and whatever else they 
could. The plan on the right gives a 
good idea of the result

It was bad luck for the original master
mason Richard Russell, after all his hard
work. But his tower survived and it still looks 
magnificent. Go outside and see if you can spot 
how many floors the tower has. Then walk round 
to the back of the altar to see if you can find his 
monogram RR set in the wall.You can explore the 
ruins, but be careful to keep well away from the 
old walls; bits of them could easily fall on you, 
after all they have been there for over 500 years.


